SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2017 


myAJC | AJC.com 


MOSTLY SUNNY 
High: 55 

Low: 30 

0% chance 

of rain 


Sunday: Showers, 56/38 
Monday: Showers, 63/50 
Tuesday: Showers, 67/54 
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WHY 17 APS OFFICERS WERE 
DISCIPLINED AFTER TEST 


HOLIDAY COMMERCE 
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FedEx employee belt pullers fill trucks with packages for their daily route at the FedEx shipping center 
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Thursday in Alpharetta. ALYSSA POINTER PHOTOS / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


HOW BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
CAME TO MEET AT GUN RANGE 
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As e-commerce grows, delivery 
business keeps on booming 


Delivery process is 
more sophisticated 
than a decade ago. 


By Michael E. Kanell 
mkanell@ajc.com 


A53-foot-long truck backs up to 
the loading dock at the Alpharetta 
FedEx center, straight from the 
airport. Inside are containers 
weighing up to 5,000 pounds, 
each loaded with packages headed 
for homes and businesses on the 
north side of metro Atlanta. 

There are probably three more 
trailers coming later in the day. 

With the holiday season in full 
swing, Americans go online and 
click. A few days later, a package 
shows up at the door. In between, 
that package passes through a vast 
and complicated network that 
moves boxes and envelopes via 
a series of handoffs that include 
planes, trucks, trains, vans and 
couriers. 

FedEx expects to handle nearly 
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mployee Anthony “A.J.” Johnson sorts documents at the 


FedEx shipping center Thursday in Alpharetta. 


400 million items between Black 
Friday and Christmas - tens 
of thousands each day at the 
Alpharetta shipping center. 
“With e-commerce, the growth 
is just so huge,” said Ted Oster, 
senior manager at the facility. 


“This is the last step, the last part 
of the chain.” 

Each item goes through an intri- 
cate, digital-centric sorting pro- 
cess. Of course, the packages all 
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Fed report: Safety problems persist 
at immigration detention center 


Federal inspectors visit 
Lumpkin facility after 
groups raise concerns. 


By Jeremy Redmon 
jredmon@ajc.com 


An immigration detention cen- 
ter in South Georgia has strug- 
gled with serious safety problems 
undermining the “humane treat- 
ment” ofits detainees, according 
to a stinging new report by the 
U.S. Homeland Security Depart- 
ment’s Office of Inspector General. 

At Stewart Detention Center 
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in Lumpkin, some detainees 
with high-risk criminal convic- 
tions have been misclassified 
and housed with low-risk detain- 
ees. Stewart’s staff, the inspec- 
tors found, admitted they made 
such decisions without receiv- 
ing detainees’ criminal history 
records. 

Further, detainees have been 
held in solitary confinement at 
Stewart for “extended periods of 
time without documented, peri- 
odic reviews that are required to 
justify continued segregation.” 
Documentation of daily medical 
visits and meal records for those 
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kept in isolation were missing or 
incomplete. 

Released this week, the inves- 
tigators’ report was prompted by 
concerns raised by immigrant 
rights groups and complaints 
received on a federal hotline. 
Inspectors made unannounced 
visits to detention centers in Geor- 
gia, California, New Jersey, New 
Mexico and Texas, finding prob- 
lems at four of them, including 
Stewart. 

“Overall, we identified prob- 
lems that undermine the pro- 
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GOP cements 
support for 
huge tax bill 


House speaker: ‘Most 
critics out there didn’t 
think it could happen’ 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — After weeks of 
quarrels, qualms and then elev- 
enth-hour horse-trading, Republi- 
cans revealed their huge national 
tax rewrite late Friday — along 
with announcements of support 
that all but guarantee approval 
next week in time to give Presi- 
dent Donald Trump the Christ- 
mas legislative triumph he’s been 
aching for. 

The legislation would slash tax 
rates for big business and lower 
levies on the richest Americans in 
a massive $1.5 trillion bill that the 
GOP plans to muscle through Con- 
gress before its year-end break. 
Benefits for most other taxpay- 
ers would be smaller. 

“This is happening. Tax reform 


under Republican control of 
Washington is happening,” House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin 
told rank-and-file members in 
a conference call. “Most critics 
out there didn’t think it could 
happen. ... And now we’re on 
the doorstep of something truly 
historic.” 

According to the 1,097-page 
bill released late Friday, today’s 
35 percent rate on corporations 
would fall to 21 percent, the crown 
jewel of the measure for many 
Republicans. Trump and GOP 
leaders had set 20 percent as 
their goal, but added a point to 
free money for other tax cuts 
that won over wavering lawmak- 
ers in final talks. 

The legislation represents the 
first major legislative achieve- 
ment for the GOP after nearly a 
full year in control of Congress 
and the White House. It’s the 
widest-ranging reshaping of the 
tax code in three decades and 
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Sen. Marco 
Rubio, R-Fla., 
relented in his 
high-profile 
opposition 
after 
negotiators 
expanded 
the child tax 
credit and 
said he would 
vote for the 
measure next 
week. AP 
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Tax proposal could mean 
more trouble for Vogtle 


Extension of nuclear 
production credit not 
part of compromise. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com 


WASHINGTON — The final 
House-Senate tax bill Republi- 
can leaders unveiled late Friday 
does not include a provision long 
sought by the backers of Geor- 
gia’s Plant Vogtle, adding even 
more uncertainty to the strug- 
gling nuclear project’s future. 
Absent from the compromise 
legislation is language extending 
the nuclear production tax credit. 
The tweak — which was included 
in the House-passed bill and would 
have eliminated the sunset date for 
tax credits given to new nuclear 
units put into operation after 2020 


— would have netted the Augus- 
ta-area project about $800 mil- 
lion over several years. Vogtle’s 
operators have been counting on 
Congress to pass some version of 
the language since their balance 
sheets have long assumed they 
will see those federal benefits. 


Construction of third and fourth 
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